Is p75NGFR involved in developmental neural cell death?
The tumor necrosis factor receptor superfamily includes twelve members, at least two of which--tumor necrosis factor receptor I and FAS/Apo-1--induce cell death following ligand binding. This review summarizes data suggesting that two other members of the family--p75NGFR and CD40--achieve a similar effect in the inverse fashion; they induce apoptosis constitutively when unbound by their respective ligands, with the induction of apoptosis being inhibited by the binding of their respective ligands. The potential roles that such receptors may play in development and pathological processes are discussed.